Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 11, 2026
10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
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Gathering of God’s People

Please note that online worshippers join the livestream at 9:45 a.m.

We invite you to prepare for worship in quiet reflection.

PRELUDE
Clair de Lune (from Piéces de Fantaisie) Louis Vierne
James Kealey, organist
Beside Quiet Waters Dan R. Edwards
Bells of Bryn Mawr
WELCOME Rachel Pedersen
Please stand, if able.
CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 19:1-2,14
One The heavens are telling the glory of God
All and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
One Day to day pours forth speech,
All and night to night declares knowledge.
One Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart

be acceptable to you,

All O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

HYMN 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful, we a - dorethee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!

2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee; earth and heaven re-flect thy rays;
3 Mor-tals, join the hap-py cho-rus which the morn-ing stars be - gan.
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Hearts un-fold like flowers be - fore thee, o-pening to the sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un-bro - ken praise.
Love di-vine is reign-ing o’er wus, join-ing all in heav-en’s plan.
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness; drive the dark of doubt a - way.

Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flower-y mead-ow, flash - ing sea,
Ev - er sing-ing, march we on-ward, vic - tors in the midst of strife.

Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant - ing bird and flow-ing foun-tain, call us to re - joice in thee.
Joy - ful mu-sic leads us sun-ward in the tri-umph song of life.
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CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All 0 God, you have called us to love, not in word or speech, but in truth
and action. You have laid down your life for us and commanded us
to lay down our lives for one another. Still, O Lord, we offer empty
thoughts and prayers when the world needs our hands and our feet.
Still, O Lord, we fail to share our lives with the world, hiding behind a
myth of independence. Forgive us, we pray, and by your forgiveness,

raise us to new life in you.

A moment of silence for personal reflection and confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PASSING OF THE PEACE

One The peace of Christ be with you.
All And also with you.



Please stand, if able.

During the singing of the Gloria Patri, children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment.

SUNG RESPONSE GLORIA PATRI
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Please be seated.

Proclamation of the Word

CHILDREN’S MOMENT John Willingham
Following the Children’s Moment, children K - grade 5 depart for their Sunday School classes.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

One Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide
and nurture this child by word and deed, with love and prayer,
encouraging him to know and follow Christ and to be a faithful
member of Christ’s church?

All We do.

HYMN 188 verse 1 Jesus Loves Me! JESUS LOVES ME
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST LESSON Proverbs 3:27-28
(Old Testament pg. 586 in pew Bible)

Do not withhold good from those
to whom it is due, when it is in your
power to do it. Do not say to your

ANTHEM The Lord's Prayer

Brett Hunter, tenor

Rebecca Kirkpatrick

neighbor, “Go and come again;
tomorrow I will give it,” when you have

it with you.

Scott Perkins

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will
be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into

temptation; but deliver us from evil. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Matthew 6:7-13
(New Testament pg. 5 in pew Bible)

“When you are praying, do not heap
up empty phrases as the gentiles do,
for they think that they will be heard
because of their many words. Do not
be like them, for your Father knows
what you need before you ask him.
“Pray, then, in this way: Our Father in
heaven, may your name be revered as

One 'The Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

SERMON The Gift of Our Time

John Willingham

holy. May your kingdom come. May
your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we also
have forgiven our debtors. And do not
bring us to the time of trial, but rescue

us from the evil one.

John Willingham



Response to the Word

Please stand, if able.

HYMN 694 Great God of Every Blessing

2 Your Word is
3 Your Spir - it

our sal - va - tion, the source of
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1 Great God of ev-ery bless - ing, of faith-ful, lov - ing care,

end - less grace,
our teach - er, the light that guides our search,
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you are the fount of good - ness, the dai - ly bread we share.
in  death and life ex-tend - ing your cov - e - nant em - brace.
trans- form - ing bro-ken peo - ple in - to the ho - ly church.
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How can we hope to thank you? Our praise is but a start:
In Christ we are one bod - y; each mem - ber has a part
For feed-ing wus with mer - cy, for wis - dom you im - part:
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Rebecca Kirkpatrick

All

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone
we worship and serve. With believers in every time and place, we
rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

- from a Brief Statement of Faith

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

All

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

Please fill in the Friendship Pad at the end of your pew; pass it down your row and back again.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Many Gifts, One Spirit Allen Pote

Many gifts, one spirit, many songs, one voice. Many reasons, one promise, many

questions, one choice. O God, we pray for unity; give guidance from above. In our

differences, unite us in the circle of your love. O God, remind us we are not alone.

Though we move on different pathways, we are walking to your throne. Help us learn

to love each other; show us ways to understand. We are members of one family,

growing strong by joining hands. O God, remind us we are not alone. Though we move

on different pathways, we are walking to your throne. Take our many ways of working,

blend the colors of each soul into the beauty of a rainbow, give us life, Lord, make us

whole.

Please stand, if able.



DOXOLOGY
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
HYMN 36 For the Fruit of All Creation AR HYD Y NOS
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re-ward of la-bor, God's will be done.
3 For the har-vests of  the Spir-it, thanks be to God.
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For  the gifts to ev - ery na - tion, thanks be to God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will  be done.
For the good we all in - her - it thanks Dbe to God.
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sleep-ing, fu-ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.

spair-ing, in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will be done.
found us, most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION AND CHORAL RESPONSE John Willingham
POSTLUDE Scherzo (from Sonata No. 8) Alexandre Guilmant

Mitchell Miller, organist

"I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.”
Tom Gadsden - October 5, 2026
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Worship & Music Notes

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Robert Paul Hauptfuhrer and
Bryan Dunlop Hauptfuhrer.

CHAPEL GARDEN FLOWERS
Given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. Grafton D. Chase.

RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Duncan Alexander Yass, son of Emily & Douglas Yass

TODAY'S MUSIC
This week begins a three-week journey to Commitment Sunday on October 25.
Today’s anthems reflect the scriptures selected for today, which focus on committing
our time. Scott Perkins is an internationally acclaimed and prize-winning composer,
currently teaching at California State University, Sacramento. His setting of the
Lord’s Prayer was composed for the Schola Cantorum at Christ Church (Episcopal)
in Rochester, NY, who sing the service of Compline weekly. Perkins’ setting of this
most familiar text is one of profound beauty; the text remains in the foreground at all
times, with the wistful choral writing all circling around one note, repeatedly sung by
a tenor soloist. Allen Pote’s Many Gifts,One Spirit, composed in 1986, celebrates unity
in diversity. It’s a reminder of our shared role as Christians today, and specifically,
our varying and manifold gifts that make Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church so very
special.

- James Kealey, Director of Music & Fine Arts

PLAYING THE CARILLON
Paul McConnell

BULLETIN COVER
Saint John the Evangelist and Saint Prochoros, c. 1290-1310. Fresco attributed to
Manuel Panselinos (Macedonian School). Located in the Protaton Church, Karyes,
Mount Athos, Greece.



WELCOME TO
BRYN MAWR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome to Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church during this season after Pentecost, when we

are reminded that the Holy Spirit continues to guide, sustain, and renew the church. In these

weeks, we gather to worship, reflect, and grow together in faith, trusting that God is at work in

every season of our lives.

Whether you are a longtime member, returning after time away;, or visiting with us for the first

time, we are glad you are here. Through worship, fellowship, and service, we seek to follow

Christ with faithfulness and joy. May our time together today deepen your sense of God’s

presence and strengthen our shared calling as Christ’s disciples in the world.
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John M. Willingham
Interim Senior Pastor

NEW HERE?

We are pleased that you are joining us as we
worship God this morning. We invite you

to introduce yourself to one of our pastors
following the worship service. All of our
programs, ministries, and opportunities for
mission are open to everyone. Learn more

at bmpc.org

T-COIL HEARING LOOP AVAILABLE

BMPC’s Sanctuary and Congregational Hall
are equipped with a T-Coil hearing loop
system to enhance sound clarity for those
with hearing aids or cochlear implants with

a telecoil (“T” setting). Portable receiver
units are also available in the Sanctuary upon
request. We hope this technology enriches
your worship experience!

CHILDCARE

Childcare is available on Sundays from 7:45
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for children ages six months
and older. If childcare would make it possible
for you to attend a class or event outside of
Sunday morning, please contact the Rev.
Rachel Pedersen, RachelPedersen@bmpc.

org or Childcare Coordinator Erika Henry,
childcare@bmpc.org

LIVESTREAMED CHURCH SERVICES
Our Sunday 10:00 a.m. service is livestreamed
and can be viewed at www.bmpc.org/live

or on our YouTube channel. A recording of
the service will also be available on our Past
Services website page and Vimeo channel
starting Monday. If you are attending in
person and prefer not to be on camera, please
speak with an usher who will seat you in an
area off camera.

11
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Announcements

Commitment Sunday. Sun., Oct. 25, 8:00 a.m.
and 10:00 a.m. worship services. Join us as

we celebrate God’s faithfulness and commit
ourselves to the ministry and future of BMPC.
During each service, we'll have the opportunity
to come forward and present our commitment
cards. If you did not receive a commitment
card by mail, please contact KathyLa@bmpc.

org Together, we'll pledge our gifts of prayer,
talent, and treasure. Every commitment
matters.

TODAY

Marian: The American Story. Sun., Oct. 11,
11:15 am., Congregational Hall. Celebrate
the life, music and career of world-renowned
contralto Marian Anderson. Jillian Pirtle,
opera and musical theater artist and CEO of
the National Marian Anderson Museum and
Historical Society, will perform and share
videos and artifacts from the museum to
illustrate how Ms. Anderson used her voice
and art to overcome racial barriers and
advocate for equality and justice.

Looking for a Church Home? Sun., Oct. 11,
11:15 a.m., Witherspoon Parlor. Join the Rev.
Dr. John Willingham for “Discover BMPC.’
This new member class offers an opportunity
to get acquainted, ask questions, and learn
more about our church, our Presbyterian
heritage, and our mission. Contact:
JenniferMcArthur@bmpc.org

UPCOMING & ONGOING

Suggestions for the Pastor Nominating
Committee. Now through October 18, you
are invited to pass on your recommendations
of members for our Nominating Committee
to consider for the PNC. We ask that you
prayerfully consider individuals you believe
have the gifts needed to seek BMPC’s next
installed Senior Pastor. Then, complete the
card for that purpose found in the Narthex
or submit your suggestions online at bit.ly/
BrynMawrPNC

Wednesday Night Dinner with BINGO!
Wed., Oct. 14, Dinner at 5:30 p.m., BINGO

at 6:15 p.m., Congregational Hall. Bring
your appetite—and your sense of fun! The
Congregational Life Council is hosting a
multigenerational BINGO Night. We'll start
the evening by sharing a meal together, then
form teams to play a lively game of BINGO.
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Come ready to laugh, connect, and enjoy time
with others across generations. Prizes will

be awarded! This event is open to all ages.
BINGO is $5 per player.

Pregnancy & Infant Loss Remembrance
Day. Thurs., Oct. 15, 6:15 p.m., Chapel. We
invite families and individuals affected by
pregnancy or infant loss to join us in a day of
quiet reflection, prayer, and remembrance.
The chapel will be open throughout the day
for anyone seeking a peaceful space to honor
and remember the lives touched by loss. At
6:15 p.m., we will gather for a meaningful
service to recognize and hold space for
these precious lives. Come as you are. All

are welcome to share in this sacred time of
support and healing. Contact: MaryRichards@

bmpc.org

Women'’s Holy Leisure Potluck and
Discussion. Fri., Oct. 16, 6:00 p.m., home

of Barbara Cobb, Wayne. Naila Haider,
Development & Strategic Communications
Director for the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), will lead the topic, Defining
Success: Pivoting from the “Traditional”

View of Success to Aligning with What Really
Matters. RSVP online with a shared food item:
bit.ly/BMPCHolylLeisure Contact: bmpc.holy.

leisure@gmail.com

Perspectives: A Members’ Show
Participation Form. Submissions due by

Fri., Oct. 16. BMPC is proud to present
Perspectives: A Members’ Show, an exhibition
showcasing the incredible talent within our
own congregation. This special show invites
BMPC members and friends of the Visual Arts
program to share their unique viewpoints

through two-dimensional, hangable works

in all media. We warmly invite you to
participate by submitting artwork that
reflects your personal vision and creative
spirit. Complete the submission form at bit.ly/
BMPCArtSubmission

Celebration Sunday. Sun., Oct. 18, 11:00
a.m., Front Sanctuary Steps. Join us for a
special outdoor Atrium Café on the Front
Sanctuary Steps, rather than our usual
location in the Atrium, as we celebrate our
church family. Children will decorate cakes
honoring church milestones and celebrations,
including the arrival of new members. We'll
also celebrate a special carillon performance
by a sixth grader marking the completion of
her cancer treatment. Come gather with us
for food, fellowship, and a joyful celebration
of the people and moments that make our
congregation a community.

Surrey Services: Helping Older

Adults Thrive. Sun., Oct. 18, 11:15 a.m.
Congregational Hall. Surrey Services has been
helping older adults live with independence,
dignity, and connection for nearly 45 years.
Join us as Surrey President and CEO Jill
Whitcomb shares more about Surrey’s work
and its Bryn Mawr Center, located right here
at BMPC. Learn about programs including
exercise, technology, arts, wellness, book
clubs, and social activities, as well as services
such as Medicare counseling, information and
assistance, home care, and friendly calls.

Grandparent Lunch and Learn:
Grandparenting and Neurodiversity. Tues.,
Oct. 20, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Congregational
Hall. Local experts will share insights into
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14

the realities facing families and children
navigating Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs), school, and peers. Learn
how grandparents and other caring adults
can best support and encourage children and
their families, while connecting with others
in similar roles. A simple soup lunch will be
provided; free will offering. Please RSVP so we
have enough: bit.ly/GrandparentLunchl.earn

Community members, friends, godparents,
aunts, uncles, and other caring adults are
welcome. Contact: MaryRichards@bmpc.org

Theo of Golden. Tues., Oct. 20, 12:00 p.m.,
Fullerton Room. The Urban Suburban Book
Group cordially invites all women of the
church to a discussion of 7heo of Golden

by Allen Levi. It is the endearing story of a
curious old man who quietly moves into a
southern city and, for reasons unknown to
anyone but himself, undertakes a campaign
of anonymous generosity. Beautifully written
stories of kindness and neighborliness are
always timely, but perhaps especially so now.
Please bring a sandwich and beverage; dessert
is provided.

Which Medicare Drug Plan is Best for
You? Wed., Oct. 21, 11:15 a.m., Witherspoon
Parlor. The Medicare Open Enrollment Season
ends on December 7. This is a vital time to
compare plans to be sure which will be the
best for you in 2027. BMPC member Louisa
Mygatt, a volunteer Medicare counselor,
leads a workshop on how to make a drug
plan comparison online. The workshop is
open to all, so bring your laptop, your list of
medications, and your questions.

Digging Deeper: Sacred Rhythms. Sun.,
Oct. 25, Now. 1, 8, 8:45 a.m., Gloucester
Room. The Rev. Melanie Hardison leads a
discussion of Ruth Haley Barton’s Sacred
Rhythms: Arranging Our Lives for Spiritual
Transformation, where she boldly asserts
that “the choice to establish your own sacred
rhythm is the most important choice you
can make with your life” Come learn about
the seven key spiritual disciplines outlined
in this book and explore practical ideas and
exercises for weaving them into everyday
life. Participants will be encouraged to
experiment with various spiritual practices to
see what fits in their particular lives as a way
of deepening the journey of faith. Visit bit.ly/
BMPCBookpickup to purchase a copy of the
book.

CD Launch: Inspired. Sun., Oct. 25, 11:15
a.m., Sanctuary. Join James Kealey and the

Rev. Rebecca Kirkpatrick for a celebration of
the longstanding partnership between Music
& Fine Arts and Mission at BMPC. Hear live
selections from the new Inspired CD and
discover how music continues to support
mission around the world.

Sign Up for the Christmas Eve Pageant.
Sign up by Mon., Nov. 2, if your child
would like to participate in the 4:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service on Wed., Dec. 24.
Our youngest participants must be at least
three years old. Registration required: bit.
ly/ChristmasFEve2026 Volunteers needed!
Contact MaryRichards@bmpc.org
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Agnes Norfleet’s Portrait Unveiling. On
Sunday, November 8, our former Sr. Pastor
and Head of Staff Agnes Norfleet will be back
with us. On that morning, she will preach at
the 10:00 a.m. service and then, at a reception
in Congregational Hall immediately following,
unveil the portrait to be added to those of

her predecessors. Join us as we welcome
Agnes and Larry back to BMPC and mark this
significant event of gratitude.

CARING AND SHARING

Casserole Blitz. Sat., Oct. 17, 8:30 a.m.,
Congregational Hall. Join us for the Hunger
Committee’s Casserole Blitz — a fun, family-
friendly event (for ages 5 and up) to make
casseroles and new friends! Work alongside
fellow BMPC members to prepare casseroles
for area shelters and help feed neighbors in
need. Next Blitz: November 14. Sign up here:
bit.ly/Blitz-RSVP

Refugee Support Volunteers Needed.
One of the most helpful ways we can

support the four Afghan Refugee families

our congregation is shepherding is

through regular English language

practice and tutoring, often via Zoom. No
teaching background needed. Contact
RebeccaKirkpatrick@bmpc.org to learn more

about this important opportunity.
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

7:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Childcare (infant-age 5), Ed. Bldg., Rm. 101

Worship with Communion, Chapel

Sunday Morning Discussion Group, Cannon Room
Art@9, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 102

Filling the Well, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 105

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft

Sunday School Ages 2s, 3s, and Pre-K, Ed. Bldg.
Worship with Baptism, Sanctuary and Livestreamed
Youth Gathering, Gymnasium

Sunday School K-5th Grade, Ed. Bldg.

Family Fellowship, Ed. Bldg. Hall

Atrium Cafe, Atrium

Discover BMPC New Member Class, Witherspoon Parlor
Marian: The American Story, Congregational Hall

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12

4:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Environmental Justice Committee Meeting, Cannon Room

Fit4Mom, Gymnasium

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Yoga for Life (hybrid), Gymnasium

Tai Chi (hybrid), Gymnasium

Dance for Parkinson’s Disease Class, Gymnasium

Bells of Bryn Mawr Rehearsal & PHE Class, Rehearsal Room
BMPC Tutoring Program, Ed. Bldg Hall

Session Meeting, Fullerton Room



WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14

10:00 a.m. Wednesday Men’s Discussion Group, Fullerton Room

4:30 pm.  Piano Lab A, Fine Arts Kitchen

5:00 p.m.  Chorister Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

5:00 pm.  Junior Chorister Rehearsal, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 202

5:30 p.m.  Senior Chorister Piano Lab, Fine Arts Kitchen

5:30 p.m.  Wednesday Night Dinner with BINGO!, Congregational Hall
6:00 p.m.  Piano Lab B, Fine Arts Kitchen

6:00 p.m.  Senior Chorister Rehearsal, Youth Rehearsal Room

6:30 p.m.  Nominating Committee Meeting, Cannon Room

7:00 pm.  4th-7th-Grade Fellowship, Gym Classroom

7:00 pm.  Student Serve, Gym Youth Lounge

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15

All day Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Day, Chapel

9:30 am.  Singing for Life Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

5:30 pm.  Music & Fine Arts Council Meeting, Fullerton Room
6:15p.m. Pregnancy and Infant Loss Worship Service, Chapel
7:00 pm.  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16

9:15a.m.  Nurturing New Life Support Group, Converse House Parlor
6:00 p.m.  Women's Holy Leisure Potluck and Discussion, Off campus
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17

7:00 a.m.  Saturday Morning Mens Connection Group, Converse House Parlor
8:30a.m.  Casserole Blitz, Congregational Hall

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18

8:00a.m. Worship with Communion, Chapel

10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary and Livestreamed

The Rev. Dr. John Willingham will preach.
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Your generosity can make a profound

BrynMawr

difference at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Presbyterian Church

Church. Join us in spreading

love and hope by giving at bit.ly/

BMPCGiveOnline or simply scan the

CONNECT WITH US
QR code to the right. Every donation,

no matter the size, fuels our mission ﬂ BrynMawrPres
to create a more faithful, just, and
compassionate community. Together, BrynMawrPres

let’s make a lasting impact!

o user/brynmawrpres

Sanctuary Flower Donations. Openings are available
throughout the year for donors who wish to give flowers
in memory of or in honor of loved ones. After Sunday
services, our Deacons deliver small arrangements of
the flowers to homebound church members. For more

information, contact SusanThorkelson@mac.com

Worship Staff

John Willingham, Interim Senior Pastor

Andy Greenhow, Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families
Melanie Hardison, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care
Rebecca Kirkpatrick, Associate Pastor for Adult Education & Mission
Rachel Pedersen, Associate Pastor for Children & Family Ministry
James Kealey, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Mitchell Miller, Assistant Director of Music & Fine Arts

Daniel Carroll, Organ Scholar


mailto:SusanThorkelson@mac.com

